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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED:To prevent the amount of 
exposure from being set to an extremely large value by 
setting the amount of exposure being set for a block 
mask to that corresponding to the minimum line width 
candidate when a block exposure pattern data with a line 
width that is narrower than the preset minimum line 
width candidate exists. 

SOLUTION : When a transmission mask 34 with block 
masks BM1-BM9 is used, the minimum line width 
candidate in a plurality of block masks BM1-BM9 is set 
and at the same time the order of priority is provided. 
Then, pattern data in the transmission mask 34 are 
checked, and the amount of exposure corresponding to 
the set minimum line width candidate is set to the 
amount of exposure of the transmission mask 34 when 
the pattern data that are narrower than a set line width 
exist. The set line width candidate is adopted in the 
order of higher priority, thus preventing the amount of 
exposure to a block exposure pattern from being set to 
an extremely large value and setting it to a value being suitable for a design rule. 
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